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Obrizkovy povijan na Toru / Geniza synagogy v Kasejovicich /
ZMP, inv. ¢. 180.165

KdyZ v poloviné 90. let zatali pracovnici Zidovského muzea
v Praze vyzvedavat z pdd synagog rozpadajici se svazky
knih a fragmenty nejrdiznéjSich textilii, ocitli se v podobné
situaci jako Solomon Schechter, ktery sto let pred tim objevil
genizu synagogy ve Fustatu pobliz egyptské Kahiry. Tato
nejvétsia nejznaméjsi geniza svéta vydala asi 400 tisic frag-
mentd rukopisd a tiskd v rliznych Zidovskych jazycich, texty
nabozenské, filozofické, i IékaFské a také archivalie vieho
druhu, material z tisice let zidovskych déjin, ktery zasadné
zmeénil pohled na stfedovéky a rané novovéky svét. Nalezy
z pid Ceskych a moravskych synagog jsou skromnéjsi. Pres
3000 predmétd datujeme prevazné do 18. a 19. stoleti,
vyjimecné jsou nalezy starsi (16.-17. stoleti). Pfedméty
pochazeji z 13 lokalit ¢eskych a moravskych region(,
z mensich mést a vesnic, jako je Luze, Rychnov nad Knéz-
nou, Bfeznice, Kdyné, Zaluzany ¢i HoleSov. Mistni synagogy
prochazely v 90. letech 20. stoleti rekonstrukcemi a to, co
po staleti leZelo na jejich pldach, bylo bezprostfedné ohro-
Zeno — tak zacal jeden z nejdobrodruznéjSich aktualnich
projekt Zidovského muzea v Praze.

Torah binder (made from a circumcision cloth) / The genizah of the synagogue
in Kasejovice / JMP, Inv. No. 180.165

When, in the mid-1990s, employees of the Jewish Museum
in Prague began retrieving crumbling volumes of books
and fragments of various textiles from synagogue attics,
they found themselves in a similar situation to Solomon
Schechter,who a century earlier had discovered the genizah, or
storeroom, of the synagogue in Fustat near Cairo, Egypt. This
largest and most famous genizah in the world contained
as many as 400,000 fragments of manuscripts and printed
matter in a variety of Jewish languages. Among the finds
were religious, philosophical and medical texts, as well as
archival material of all kinds, material covering a thousand
years of Jewish history that fundamentally changed the
way the medieval and early modern world was viewed.
The finds from the attics of Bohemian and Moravian
synagogues are of a more modest kind. More than 3,000
genizah items have been discovered here. Most of them are
from the 18th and 19th centuries, but some unique finds
date back to the 16th and 17th centuries. The items come
from thirteen different sites across Bohemia and Moravia,
all of them located in rural areas or small towns, such as
Luze, Rychnov nad Knéznou, Breznice, Kdyné, Zaluzany, and
HoleSov. In the 1990s, the reconstruction of local synagogue
buildings posed a direct threat to the objects that had been
kept in their attics for centuries — thus began one of the
Jewish Museum’s most adventurous projects of the day.



Hilchot nedarim, fragment tisku Babylonského talmudu / Geniza synagogy

v Rychnové nad Knéznou / ZMP. inv. ¢ 180.853

Hillkhot Nedarim, an edition of the Babylonian Talmud (fragment) /

The genizah of the synagogue in Rychnov nad Knéznou / JMP, Inv. No. 180.853

Co je geniza? Je to nabozenské nafizeni ochranovat Bozi
jméno a vztahuje se na vSechny pisemnosti, které jedno
z Bozich jmen obsahuji, tedy predevsim velké pergame-
nové svitky Tory, péti knih MojziSovych, dale drobné svitky
vkladané do krabicek modlitebnich femink( (tfilin), svitky
pouzivané do schranek na verejich dvefi (mezuza) a amulety.
Kdyz tyto predméty doslouZily, bylo tfeba je odlozit tak,
abychom vlastni rukou neznicili Bozi jméno, aby se takovy
predmét mohl rozpadnout sam. A k tomu slouzily pravé
pldy synagog — uzaviené, vefejné nepristupné prostory,
kam mistni zidovska komunita odkladala nejen opotfebova-
né svitky a modlitebni knihy, ale i dalSi pfedméty pouZzivané
vV synagoze i mimo ni.

Modlitebni kniha Siftej ranenot (frament) / Geniza synagogy v Rychnové nad Knéznou /
ZMR inv. ¢ 180.599/01-11

Siftei Ranenot prayer book (fragment) / The genizah of the synagogue

in Rychnov nad Knéznou / JMP, Inv. No. 180.599/01-11

What is a genizah? It is a religious injunction to protect the
holy name of God. It applies to all writings that contain any
of the names for God — in particular the large parchment
scrolls of the Torah (the five books of Moses), but also the
small scrolls in prayer boxes (tefillin or phylacteries), the
scrolls inside the boxes that are attached to doorposts
(mezuzah cases), and amulets. According to Jewish custom,
worn-out or disused writing materials that contain God's
name must not be destroyed by one’s own hand. Instead,
they are left to disintegrate naturally, typically in a synagogue
attic — an enclosed, publicly inaccessible space where the
local Jewish community deposits not only worn-out scrolls
and prayer books, but also other items once used inside
and outside the synagogue.

Maly talit (talit katan) / Geniza synagogy v Luzi / ZMP, inv. ¢ 178.683
Small tallit (tallit katan) / The genizah of the synagogue in LuZe /
JMP, Inv. No. 178.683



Vedle textovych pamatek s Bozimi jmény se na pldach
ocitly i textilie, které chranily a zdobily svitky Tory. Prede-
vSim jsou to povijany na Toru, které svitek obepinaly, a dale
synagogalni pokryvky, na které se pokladal rozvinuty svitek,
z néjz se Cetlo. Tyto textilie byly svitku nejbliz a diky doty-
ku s posvatnym Bozim jménem na né prechazela cast jeho
svatosti. Kdyz doslouZily, nemohly tedy skoncit v bézném
odpadu a jejich cesta vedla podobné jako cesta svitk( —
do genizy. Svitku se dotykaly i plastiky na Toru, které halily
zavinuty svitek ve svatostanku (aron ha-kodes). Méné Casto
v genizach nachazime synagogalni opony a drapérie, zakryva-
jici svatostanek. Naopak ¢asté jsou v genizach osobni ritualni
textilie jako malé tality a sacky na modlitebni feminky.

Cidakl, vesta presitd z talitu, pfed restaurovdanim a po ném /
Geniza synagogy v Luzi / ZMP, inv. ¢ 178570

Tzidakel (waistcoat from a tallit), before and after conservation /
The genizah of the synagogue in LuZe / JMP, Inv. No. 178570

Synagogue attics have also been used as repositories for
textiles that had previously protected and adorned Torah
scrolls —in addition to textual relics that contain the names
of God. In particular Torah binders (wrappers for the Torah
scroll), but also bimah covers on which the scrolls are placed
when read. These textiles have sanctity in themselves
by virtue of their close proximity to the Torah scroll and
because they touch the holy name of God. Therefore, when
no longer in use, they may not be thrown away with regular
waste. Their destination is the same as that of the scrolls -
a genizah. The mantle that covers the scroll in the holy ark
(aron ha-kodesh) also ends up here. Torah ark curtains and
valances, which cover the holy ark, are less frequently to be
found in such a repository. Ceremonial textiles for personal
use, such as small prayer shawls (tallitot) and tefillin bags,
however, are often placed in a genizah.

Sdacek na modlitebni feminky /
Geniza synagogy v Rychnové
nad KnéZnou /

ZMP, inv. & 179.442

Tefillin bag / The genizah

of the synagogue in Rychnov
nad Knéznou /

JMP, Inv. No. 179.442




Purimovd maska / Geniza synagogy v Holesov / ZMP, inv. ¢ 178,999
Purim mask / The genizah of the synagogue in Holesov / JMP, Inv. No. 178.999

Berani roh, polotovar urceny pro vyjrobu
Sofaru / Geniza synagogy v Breznici /
ZMP, inv. & 180.492/01,02

Ram'’s horn, semi-finished product

for making a shofar /

The genizah of the synagogue in Breznice /
JMP, Inv. No. 180.492/01,02

Nejcastéjsimi textovymi nalezy z geniz jsou modlitebni kni-
hy, a to jak pro vsedni den (sidury), tak pro svatky (machzory).
Sidur je nejrozsirenéjsi zidovskou knihou vibec: mél-li zid
jen jednu jedinou knihu, byl to praveé sidur. Tato kniha je pra-
vodcem béznym dnem i celym zidovskym rokem. Zaroven
je to i antologie historickych i poetickych textd, mystickych
i etickych pasazi a praktickych pokyn(. Kromé modliteb
obsahuje napfiklad pozehnani k rdznym kazdodennim
¢innostem, nékdy je k siduru pripojena cela Kniha zalmf,
tydenni Gseky textu Tory (parasot), a také micvot, nafizent.
Néktera vydani obsahujii zZidovské kalendare, nebo hagady,
texty pro domaci obrady spojené s oslavou svatku Pesach.
Vlastnici téchto knih si do nich ¢asto vkladali modlitby,
tisténé i rukou psané, které v daném vydani postradali.
Bézné jsou také vpisky o rodinnych udalostech, napt. data
narozeni a Gmrti rodinnych prislusnikd.

Vyfezdvanka s rozpisem Zalmd pro cely rok, Luze /

Geniza synagogy v Luzi / ZMP, inv. ¢ 179.698

Paper-cut with a yearly schedule for reading the psalms /
The genizah of the synagogue in Luze / IMP, Inv. No. 179.698

The most frequent textual relics found in genizot (plural of
genizah) are prayer books, both for everyday use (siddurim) and
for holidays (machzorim). The siddur is the most ubiquitous
of Jewish books. It is used every day and throughout the
Jewish year. In addition, it is an anthology of historical and
poetic texts, mystical and ethical passages, and practical
instructions. Aside from prayers, it contains, for example,
blessings for various daily activities. Sometimes, the entire
Book of Psalms, weekly Torah portions (parashot) and also
commandments (mitzvot) are added to the siddur. Some
editions also contain Jewish calendars or haggadot, the
texts used for the domestic rituals associated with the
Pesach celebration. The owners of these books often
inserted prayers, both printed and handwritten, that were
missing from a particular edition. Handwritten notes about
family events, such as birth and death dates of family
members, were also often added.



Tabulka Ze ha-Sulchan / Geniza synagogy v Luzi / ZMP, inv. ¢ 177.937
Zeh ha-shulhan plaque / The genizah of the synagogue in LuZe /
JMP, Inv. No. 177.937

Genizové nalezy jsou rovnéz autentickymi privodci Zidov-
skymi svatky. Nalezeny opracovany berani roh se mél stat
sofarem, nastrojem, jehoz zvuk vybizi k pokani na vysoké
svatky, a Jom kipur v obdobi mezi Ros ha-Sana, Zidovskym
Novym rokem, Jom kipur, Dnem pokani. K Sukot, svatku stankd,
odkazuji v genize zejména nenapadné svazecky vrbovych
proutkd, aravot, jez jsou soucasti arba minim, tedy svazku
Ctyf druh( rostlin, kterymi se na tento svatek tfese béhem
predepsaného ritualu. Svatek Purim je v genize zastoupen
jak texty biblické knihy Ester, tak i unikatni maskou. Soucasti
tohoto svatku je totiz kromé spolecného predcitani celého
svitku Ester vesela oslava spojena s popijenim a nosenim
masek a také lidovymi hrami na motivy pfibéhu zachrany
zid@ za vlady krale AchasSverose a jeho Zidovské manzelky
Ester. | tyto hry zanechaly stopu v knizni produkci nalezené
v genizach.

Genizam casto vdécime za historické predméty, které
jinak ziskavame jen stézi: jsou to pro Ceské zemé speci-
fické tabulky ze ha-sulchan, nazyvané podle prvnich slov
biblického verse: ,Toto je stdl (hebr. ze ha-sulchan), ktery
je pred Hospodinem”. Tyto tabulky mohly zdobit sva-
tecni stdl, spise vsak lezely na modlitebnich ¢i ctecich
pulticich v synagogach; o pouzivani téchto tabulek stale
vime velmi malo.

Pldstik s motivem koruny a Davidovy hvézdy / ZMP, inv. ¢ 178.565
Torah mantle with the motif of a crown and the Star of David (1691) /
JMP, Inv. No. 178.565

Genizah finds are also authentic guides to Jewish holidays.
Among them is a ram’s horn that was to have been trans-
formed into a shofar, a musical horn whose sound is a call to
repent on the High Holidays between Rosh Hashanah (the
Jewish New Year) and Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement).
Genizah items relating to Sukkot (the Feast of Tabernacles)
include, in particular, aravot (bundles of willow branches),
which are part of the arba minim, the four types of plants
that are shaken together as a prescribed ritual during this
holiday. The feast of Purim is represented in the genizah
by the texts of the Book of Esther and a unique mask. In
addition to the communal reading of the entire scroll of
Esther, this festival involves merrymaking, drinking and
mask-wearing, as well as folk plays based on the story of
the rescue of the Jews during the reign of King Ahasuerus
and his Jewish wife Esther. These plays also left their mark
in books that have been found in genizot.

Among the items discovered in genizot are historical
objects that are otherwise hard to obtain — for example,
Zeh ha-shulhan plaques, which are named after the first
words of the biblical verse: "This is the table [Hebrew: zeh
ha-shulhan] that is before the Lord". Specific to the Czech
lands, these plaques may have adorned the festive table,
but were more likely to have been found on prayer or



Genizajev prvéradeéinstituci nabozenskou. Mezistovka-
mi modlitebnich knih a desitkami svitkd se vSak objevuji
i predméty, které s nabozenstvim nemaji zadnou zfejmou
spojitost. Je jich vyrazné méné nez hebrejsky psanych
knih a ritualnich textilii, zaroven vSak jejich mnozstvi neni
zanedbatelné. Navic sobé podobné predméty nachazime
v rﬁzm}ch genizéch coz potvrzuje Ze jejich uloéeni zde
obuvi ruzneho typu a z rdznych materlalu. \VZzdy jde o obuv
nosenou, pouzitou. Boty jsou castéji jednotlivé, objevuji
se vSak i v paru. V tradi¢nich naboZenskych pisemnych
pramenech pro tuto praxi nenachazime zadné vysvétleni.
Zda se, Zze mozné vyklady bude tfeba hledat i mimo ramec
tradi¢niho judaismu: obuv nékdy zazdivali do zakladd budov
nebo ke kominu ti, kdo véfili, Ze takto ddm ochrani, podobné
jako ostré predméty z kovu ¢i nadoby a lahvicky. Toto vy-
svétleni nema oporu v judaismu, mizeme zde vSak pred-
pokladat vliv okolni neZidovské spolecnosti. Pohled na
pldy synagog ukazal, ze s fenoménem genizy se stale poji
mnoho otazek. Jednim z Gkol( Zidovského muzea v Praze
je hledat na né odpovédi.

Détska kozend botka /

Geniza synagogy v Breznici /

ZMP, inv. & 179.424

A child's leather shoe / The genizah
of the synagogue in Breznice /
JMP, Inv. No. 179.424

Nizky nazouvaci stfevic bez snérovani / Geniza synagogy v Rychnové nad Knéznou /
ZMP, inv. & 180.283

A low-heel laceless slip-on shoe / The genizah of the synagogue in Rychnov nad
KnéZnou / IMP, Inv. No. 180.283

reading desks in synagogues. Very little, however, is still
known about the use of these plaques.

First and foremost, the genizah is a religious institution.
Among the hundreds of prayer books and dozens of scrolls,
however, there are also objects that have no obvious
connection to religion. They are considerably fewer than the
Hebrew books and ceremonial textiles, but their number is
nevertheless not negligible. Moreover, similar objects have
been found in various genizot, which goes to show that
they were not placed there accidentally. Most remarkable
is the abundance of shoes of various types and materials.
All of the shoes are worn out. Some, but not most, of them
are in pairs. No explanation for the discarding of shoes in
this way has been found in traditional religious written
sources. Possible interpretations will probably have to be
sought outside the framework of traditional Judaism: it
was customary for some people to conceal shoes, as well
as sharp metal objects, containers or bottles, in the fabric
of a building or in the chimney —in the belief that this would
protect a house against evil forces. This explanation has
no basis in Judaism, but it seems reasonable to assume
that there was an influence from the surrounding non-
Jewish society. An exploration of synagogue attics shows
that there are still many unanswered questions relating to
the genizah phenomenon. One of the tasks of the Jewish
Museum in Prague is to seek answers to these questions.
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Kratiknot, Cechy / Geniza synagogy v Luzi / ZMP, inv. & 179.299
Candle snuffer / The genizah of the synagogue in Luze / JMP, Inv. No. 179.299
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Svitek Tory (fragment) / Geniza synagogy v LuZi /
ZMP, inv. ¢ 179.652/01,02

Torah scroll (fragment) / The genizah

of the synagogue in LuZe /

JMP, Inv. No. 179.652/01,02
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